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ICAR-CIARI commemorates 77th Republic Day
with national pride at Garacharma campus

SRIVIJAYA PURAM,JAN27/-/0OnJanuary
26,2026, the ICAR-CentralIsland Agricultural
Research Institute (ICAR-CIARI), situated
inSriVijayaPuram,commemorated the 77th
RepublicDaywithgreatpatrioticenthusiasm
at the Institute's headquarters in the
Garacharmacampus,aswellasattheRegional
Centre in Minicoy, Lakshadweep, and the
KVKsin South Andaman, North and Middle
Andaman, and Nicobar.The event saw
enthusiasticparticipationfromstaff,students,
and their families, fostering a lively and
patrioticenvironment.Theeventbegan with
Dr. Jai Sunder, the Director of ICAR-CIARI,
unfurlingtheNational Flag, whosubsequently
addressed the attendees. In his speech, Dr.
Jai Sunder emphasized the historical and
national importanceof RepublicDay,recalling
that on January 26, 1950, the Constitution
of India was enacted, establishing India as
asovereign,socialist, secular,anddemocratic
republic. He also noted that this date was
selected tohonorthePurnaSwarajdeclaration

0f 1930, which represented India's quest for |

complete independence.

Dr. Jai Sunder reminded all present that
Republic Day is not merely a celebration of
democracvbutalsoahomagetothesacrifices

significant milestone, enhancing CIARI's
identity and worth. The Director lauded the
Agrometeorological Advisory Serviceunder
Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa, referring to
it as a vital resource for island farmers,
particularly during cyclones and severe
weather conditions. He praised the efforts
ofall three KVKsand recognized their robust
field involvement. At KVK Nicobar, he
conveyed optimism about the construction
of a permanent facility soon. He also
emphasized the Agro-Eco Walk initiative as
a key attraction that highlights CIARI
technologies,servesasaneducationalresource,
andattracts interest from tourists, including
international visitors-merging science,
conservation, education, and eco-tourism.
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made by freedom fighters and the principles
enshrined in the Constitution-justice, liberty;
equality, and fraternity. He encouraged the
audiencetorenew theirdedicationtoservice,
scientific inquiry, unity, equity, and national
progress, particularlyinlightofICAR-CIART's
distinctiveroleinislandagriculture Expressing
pride in the achievements of the Institute
during 2025-26, the Director remarked that
ICAR-CIARI has made substantial
advancements in research, extension,
infrastructure development, outreach, and
human resource development.

He announced a historic milestone with
therecommendationof18varietiesby SVRC,
and the gazette notification and release of
7varieties by CVRC, which included four
ricevarietiesand threepulsevarieties. ICAR-
CIARI has standardized biofloc culture and
hasbegunnewresearch inseaweed farming.
He pointed out that the Institute's fisheries
extensioninitiativesgained nationalvisibility,
with five CIARI fisheries success stories
included in the NFDB national compilation,
andShriArjunbeinghonored withaNational
Award.He commended the performance of
the Minicoy Research Station, mentioning
that the installation of the second Fish
Aggregating Device (FAD) would improve
fishing opportunities and bolster the
livelihoods of fishermen.

The Director further emphasized the
commercializationoffivetechnologies, which
include: Dweep Leaf Separator,
DweepCinnRub, Dweep MAS Poultry Feed,
Dweep Go-Fly formulation, and Dweep
Microclimate Monitor. Hementioned thatthe
Institutehassecured five patents, submitted
thirteen patent applications, and acquired
three copyrights. The exclusive "Dweep”
trademark was also acknowledged as a

Dr. Jai Sunder expressed gratitude to
various departments and teams for their
committedefforts, including AKMU fordigital
outreach, theHRD Cellfor Mission Karmayogi
training that encompassed all 148 staff
members, and the PME Cell for the prompt
compilation of reports and documentation.
He also recognized ITMU, Estate, Farm,
Administration, and Finance departments
for theirexcellentperformanceand expressed
confidence inachieving100% fundutilization
once more this year. He noted the visit from
theParliamentary StandingCommittee, which
commended CIARI's initiatives and
appreciatedoveralldevelopment. Additionally,
hecongratulated Team ICAR-CIARIfor their
accomplishmentsin the Eastern Zonal Sports
Meetandappreciated CLARIWA for theirsocial
and cultural initiatives.Special recognition
was given to contractual and project staff,
describing them as the backbone of the
institute. TheDirectormotivatedall individuals
to persist in their dedicated efforts towards
achieving the objectives of Atmanirbhar
Bharat by the year 2047, highlighting the
importance ofeffectively executingthe VKSA
state-specific plan.A cultural program was
arranged, featuring patriotic songs, dance
performances, a quiz competition, and
extemporespeaking. Theeventswerecarried
out with immense enthusiasm and a strong
sense of patriotism.

Concluding his speech, Dr. Jai Sunder
called upon everyone to reaffirm their
commitmenttotheprinciplesoftheRepublic-
service,science, integrity,and sustainability-
andtocollaborateintransformingICAR-CIARI
into a national benchmark for sustainable
island agriculture. He conveyed his warm
regards and wished everyone a Happy
Republic Day.



